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Abstract :

This modest work on the identity of the mosque institution examines
society and its value systems, reviewing available historical, legal, and
theoretical information in the hope of providing a clear picture of the
points of articulation between the mosque as a formal social institution
and the social value systems that empower it to be active and positive
within society, without conflicting with sociocultural or political institutions,
groups, or values.

To achieve the general objectives we defined at the outset of this
work, we needed to develop a comprehensive conceptual and theoretical
framework that redefines the characteristics of the general axiological
landscape—nboth traditional and modern—freeing them from the logic
and stakes of conflict and contradiction. These latter are based on hybrid
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and inauthentic ideological justifications rather than on scientific
conclusions. We were fully aware that this approach was nothing less
than an opportunity to revive an objective intellectual debate, allowing us
to ask relevant and constructive questions about our particular social
reality. The extent of the disagreements that this debate will generate
matters little, provided that the questions it intends to raise ultimately aim
to put the issues concerning our reality and our common destiny back
into their context, to remove them from the grip of ideological actors and
to subject them to our opinions and points of view, however naive and
simplistic they may be.
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