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Abstract:

In the context of rapid social and cultural transformations, the subject of romantic love
has emerged as a particularly rich field for sociological investigation. This is due to the fact
that love relationships today extend beyond their purely intimate or affective dimensions,
functioning instead as a nexus where various institutional structures—such as religion,
tradition, family, modern value systems, media, and digital social networks—intersect and
interact. Within this intricate framework, love presents itself as a quintessentially social
phenomenon, intimately tied to evolving individual and collective understandings of identity,
alterity, and the normative expectations surrounding romantic relationships in contemporary
society.

This study has sought to breach the silence surrounding such a topic in the hope that
future research will further this endeavour, thereby contributing to the establishment of a
robust scholarly tradition that reintegrates emotion into the sociological analysis of the social
world. Emotional imaginaries, though often perceived as private or subjective, are in fact
imbued with cultural histories, collective memories, and social shifts that are indispensable to
any comprehensive understanding of modern society.
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