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Abstract

Title: Analyzing the Narrative Discourse of Ezzeddine Jalawji through a Pragmatic Perspective: A

Study of the Novel “Houba and the journey of searching for the Awaited Mahdi "

Abstract:

This thesis aims to examine contemporary Algerian narrative discourse through the analysis of
the novel “Houba and the journey of searching for the Awaited Mahdi* by the novelist Ezzedine
Jalawji, using a pragmatics-based approach. The theme of the study focuses on analyzing the linguistic
and semantic structures within the narrative discourse, revealing the communicative dimensions of the
discourse, and exploring how the author utilizes pragmatic elements to convey his meanings and
convictions both directly and indirectly. By emphasizing on argumentation, speech acts, deixis, and
conversational implicature for the purpose of gaining a deeper understanding of the multiple meanings
generated by narrative techniques. This study’s significance lies in highlighting modern Algerian
literature and applying contemporary critical methodologies as pragmatics, in order to establish a deeper
understanding of literary discourse thereby reinforce the status of the Algerian literature and highlight its

artistic and intellectual capacities.

Several key findings emerged from the analysis, notably that the novel “Houba and the journey
of searching for the Awaited Mahdi “contains complex narrative and argumentative structures that
clearly benefit from pragmatic techniques. The analysis revealed that the author, Ezzedine |lawaji,
skillfully utilizes speech acts and deixis, reflecting the text's capacity to create an internal dialogue
between characters, as well as between the text and its reader. Moreover, the study concluded that the
novel transcends mere storytelling, posing existential and historical questions that are articulated

through refined argumentative and linguistic devices.
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